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Abstract: Important personality of the Romanian exile from 

France and the most translated Romanian writer, Virgil 

Gheorghiu (1916-1992) was not enough investigated until 

now. In an attempt to rediscover important aspects from his 

work and activity, we will try there to bring into attention 

the way how he emphasizes the sufferance and pain in 

books like: The 25h Hour, The Sacrifices of the Danube, or 

The American Eye. We will focus there on the social 

meaning of the idea and on the way how he sees as being 

implemented by the Communists and Capitalists in the 

social structures that bear these ways of organisation. 

Keywords: Virgil Gheorghiu, Communism, Capitalism, pain, 
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Introduction 

Translated1, analyzed,2 discussed and sometimes also 

criticised, Fr. Virgil Gheorghiu (1916-1992) remains until 

 
1 See, for example: Virgil Gheorghiu, La Condottiera, translation & introduc-

tion by Inez Fitzgerald Storck, afterword by Thierry Gillyboeuf, 

Bridgeport. CA: Arouca Press, 2022. 
2 See, for example: Iuliu-Marius Morariu, Virgil Gheorghiu on Communism, 

Capitalism and National Socialism, Bern, Peter Lang, 2022; Constantin 

Cubleșan, Breaks in the Cruise (Escale în croazieră) (Cluj-Napoca: Grinta 

Press, 2011); Constantin Cubleșan, Constantin Virgil Gheorghiu – The Ad-

venture of a Literare Life (Constantin Virgil Gheroghiu – Aventura unei vieți 

literare) (Bucharest: Sophia Press, 2016); Loredana Cuzmici, “25th Hour. 
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nowadays the most translated Romanian writer. In books like 

The 25th Hour3, The American Eye4, but also in his memories5 or 

many other works, he provided a valuable evaluation of his 

contemporary society, with both sociological, historical, or 

theological relevance. Noticing this aspect, we will try to 

focus there on an aspect that was not enough investigated 

until nowadays, namely the sufferance and the way how it is 

reflected in his writings.  

 

Illness and healing of the soul in the thought of Fr. 

Virgil Gheorghiu (1916-1992) 

The illness can be considered a leitmotiv of 

Gheorghiu’s work. It is rather related with the social 

structure of the life and the way how the society is organised, 

but it has also deep spiritual ramifications. After reading the 

manuscript of The 25th Hour, Mircea Eliade will write 

Gheorghiu telling him that he never encounter in the 

literature the “terror of history” that he found at his 

 
The International Destiny of a Romanian Book as a Metaphor of Histo-

ry,” in Conference Proceedings of the Annual International Symposium Or-

ganized by “A. Philippide” Institute of Romanian Philology (Bucharest: Ro-

manian Academy Press, 2015), 285–305. 
3 Virgil Gheorghiu, La vingt-cinquieme heure, trad. Livia Lamoure (Paris: 

Plon, 1948); Virgil Gheorghiu The 25th Hour (Ora 25) (Paris/Bucharest: 

Les Editions du Rocher/Omegapress Publishing House, 1991). We will 

quote the last one, that we had access to.  
4 Virgil Gheorghiu, The American Eye (Ochiul American) (Arad, Sens Press, 

2019).  
5 See: Virgil Gheorghiu, Memories – The Witness of 25th Hour (Memorii – mar-

torul orei 25) (Bucharest: Sophia Press, 2017);  Constantin Virgil Gheor-

ghiu, The Temptation of Freedom. Memories (Ispita libertății. Memorii) (Bu-

charest: Sophia Press, 2019).  
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characters.6 Other literary critics insist on the way how he put 

the emphasis on aspects like the barbary. For example, Miheț 

underlines the fact that: “The beginning of Hour 25 is marked 

by barbarism as an apocalyptic symptom, based on an 

attitude that has penetrated until the last century.”7  

In order to understand his attitude, one most for sure 

take into account the fact that he campaigned in his work for 

“Job's condition”8 seen both in a social, or religious context. 

Fighter against totalitarism, as it is underlined by his 

biographers,9 Gheorghiu is also a writer who does not avoid 

 
6 “Dear Mr. Virgil Gheorghiu, I’m finishing reading your novel and I don’t dare 

go to bed before I say at least a few words about how excited I am. I con-

gratulate you with all my heart and I assure you that I will do my best for 

this novel to see the light of day as soon as possible. I have not read any-

thing, no literature, that comes as close as possible to the terror of history 

that your characters endure. I consider Hour 25 one of the greatest books of 

our generation in all countries. Obviously, as always, the flaws are commen-

surate with the talent, and that is disturbing. But I am sure that a new revi-

sion of the manuscript will be easy to remove. Congratulations once again!   

With much friendship, Mircea Eliade.” Mircea Eliade, Europe, Asia, Ameri-

ca… Correspondence. Volume 3 (Europa, Asia, America… Corespondenţă. 

Volumul al III- lea) (Bucharest: Humanitas Press, 1999), 545. 
7 Marius Miheț, “Our Daily Barbary (Barbaria noastră cea de Toate Zilele),” 

in Contemporanul 32.3 (2021), 12-13. 
8 “Gheorghiu always campaigned for Job's condition. In one form or anoth-

er, all his literature is claimed through the filter of this biblical myth. 

Whether we are talking about the prospecting of a humanity, or of a 

humanity, in the work of fiction of C. V. Gheorghiu a tragic odyssey is 

always concentrated.” Miheț, “Our Daily Barbary,” 12. 
9 "But the strongest dimension of the book consists in denouncing totalitar-

ianism in all its forms, with the aberrant Nazi and Stalinist develop-

ments. The former are the subject of The 25th Hour, where, only at the 

end, the Soviet terror is also manifested. This will be the subject of the 

book that continues The 25th Hour, published in French with the title La 
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to insert autobiographical passages10 in works like his 

masterpiece.11 In the same time, in books like God in Paris,12 

dedicated to the memory of Metropolitan Visarion Puiu, he 

emphasizes people who are capable to heal others sufferance, 

help them to escape from the carceral universe and get 

healed. In the same time, shows how the work of the 

Romanian Secret Police manages to neutralize them or their 

activity or how, in some cases, the ones who do the 

pretended charitable work are in fact, undercover agents of 

it.13 It is possible that, for him, act of writing was a 

therapeutical one. The fact that he insists on emphasizing the 

history of his native country while he was in exile or 

 
seconde chance and having as its basis the installation of communist or-

ders in Romania. Hence Virgil Gheorghiu's constant concern to reveal 

the black face of communism descending upon his country, an act 

shrouded in the aura of Christian, Orthodox militancy.” Paul Miclău, 

“Foreword (Prefață),” in Gheorghiu, The 25th Hour, 11. 
10 Therefore, as Eugen Simion underlines: “when reconstructing his biog-

raphy, the author seems to recreate the destiny of the character in his 

successful fiction.” Eugen Simion, The genres of the autobiographic 

(Genurile autobiograficului) (Bucharest: National Foundation for Science 

and Art, 2008), 285.  
11 Because, as Mircea Popa underlines: “The 25th Hour is overall the most 

important post-war Romanian novel, a corollary of Ion's 

problematization, internationally attested as one of the most 

representative images of the tragic man.” Mircea Popa, History of 

Romanian literature from today to tomorrow, fist volume (Istoria literaturii 

române de azi pe mâine, vol. I) (Bucharest: Semne Press, 2009), 644.  
12 Virgil Gheorghiu, God in Paris (Dumnezeu la Paris) (Bucharest: Sophia 

Press, 2016).  
13 It is the case in The Unknowns from Heidelberg. See: Virgil Gheorghiu, The 

Unknowns from Heidelberg (Necunoscuții din Heidelberg) (Bucharest: So-

phia Press, 2015).  
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considers his life there as a “second-hand one,”14 or the accent 

put on the fact that sometimes the structures of the society 

insist on helping people even against their will (“We will 

help them even without their will”).15  

 

Classes as causes of sufferance 

As it has been previously presented,16 Gheorghiu 

provides an evaluation both for Communism, National-

Socialism and capitalism. He does not consider that there exists 

a perfect political regime, but he insists both on the positive 

parts of each one of them and on the aspects to improve. When 

speaking about the first one, he underlines the fact that the main 

error of communism consists in the refuse to valorise the 

individual. The fact that they prefer to speak about classes and 

to consider that the structure of the society is based on them and 

not on every human being represents an important problem. 

One of the main characters from his books shows that: 

 
Social science has not yet discovered the secret of 

transmuting the individual. We have to wait another 

generation. Individuals — I repeat — are like atoms. 

Their lives are not isolated. Their nature cannot be 

changed. They are the product of the society in which 

they lived. All individuals who come from a 

bourgeois country are bourgeois - even if they are 

Jews and anti-fascists.17 

 
14 “When you have a second-hand life—it's not a matter of comfort, it's a dra-

ma. And I, like all exiles on earth, must live a Second Life.” Virgil Gheor-

ghiu, The Second Chance (A doua șansă) (Bucharest: Sophia Press, 2012), 5. 
15 Gheorghiu, The Second Chance, 18.  
16 Morariu, Virgil Gheorghiu on Communism. 
17 Gheorghiu, The Second Chance, 120. In other part, there is said: “In the 

communist revolution, we do not take the individual into account," 
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Later, he will underline the fact that they changed the 

strategy and will rise an alarm on the possibility to use the 

individual, whose force is considered atomic,18 in the global 

mechanism of creating sufferance. Still, the individual that 

Communism sees is only valuable in the context of the class 

and after being de-personalised.  

 

“Penitentiary Republic” and sadness  

Another aspect highlighted by the Romanian writer 

from the French exile is the sufferance generated by the 

regime. The case of Communist Romania is the closest to 

him, fact that explains why he appeals to it. The description 

that he offers is a complex one and insists on the way how 

the pain can have a social dimension:  
 

On August 23, 1944, Bucharest was occupied by the 

Red Army. Since then, the city has become very sad, 

 
Bodnariuk said. Society is not made up of individuals, but of classes. As 

an individual, you have nothing on your conscience. But the bourgeois 

class is criminal, and we punish your class. You were part of it. You 

took advantage with her. You will be punished with it. It's very sim-

ple.” Gheorghiu, The Second Chance, 190. 
18 “The alarm signal in this novel is about the possibility of using, this time, 

not the masses, but even the human person, the insignificant, the insignif-

icant, the individual, who according to the novelist has an energy equal 

to the atomic and can form the basis of a new sociology. The ideological 

manipulation of this energy of the social atom, which is the individual, 

can dramatically change the compass head of the eschatological direction, 

orienting it not biblically towards heaven, but humanistic, towards a land 

that has assassinated its angels.” Ioan Neculoiu, “The Great Exterminator 

or the Fall from the Eschatological Itinerary in the Earth (Marele Exter-

minator sau Căderea din Itinerarul Eshatologic în cel Terestru),” in Virgil 

Gheorghiu, The Great Exterminator and the Great Orthodox Council (Marele 

Exterminator și Marele Sinod Ortodox) (Făgăraș: Agaton Press, 2008), 8.  
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gloomy and slutty. (All the cities occupied by the 

enemy army are desolate). Today, after thirty-three 

years of foreign occupation, Bucharest is one of the 

saddest cities in the world. 

The inhabitants of the city wake up at night to wait 

in line at the grocery store and consider themselves 

happy if, after two, four or five hours, they manage to 

buy a kilo of sugar, a few potatoes, a bottle of milk and 

a few eggs. People live crammed into their modern 

buildings like rabbits in cages. Everyone has the right 

to a very limited number of square meters of housing. 

There are always two or three people in a room.19 

 

The system established by the Communist regime in 

Romania is defined by him as a “penitentiary republic.”20 The 

mechanisms of terror have been inherited by the local 

representatives of the regime from the Russians, after their 

military retreat. Called “aparatkis”, the Securists are, 

according to Gheorghiu a category of hunters of recompense. 

Like in the Wild West, they are hunting. Their target are the 

so-called people who does not correspond to the ideals of the 

regime, seen as a threaten for the evolution of society:  

 
Aparatskis, the people of the communist system, claim 

that catching harmful animals, such as rats, is allowed 

in all countries, throughout the year, without 

 
19 Virgil Gheorghiu, The Great Exterminator and the Great Orthodox Council (Marele 

Exterminator și Marele Sinod Ortodox) (Făgăraș: Agaton Press, 2008), 11.  
20 “The Red Army left the city when the penitentiary system was perfectly 

established. The surveillance order of the Republic was sent to Apa-

ratskis, members of the Romanian Communist Party. Aparatskis are 

even more cruel than their Soviet masters.” Gheorghiu, The Great Ex-

terminator, 11-12. 
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interruption. The individuals that Aparatskis hunts on 

the territory of the Republic are also harmful creatures 

that must be exterminated. They are even more 

harmful than rats. The harmful man is hunted for 

reasons of public sanitation. Communist society is 

clean. It differs from Western society, where any 

individual moves freely, uncontrolled, spreading 

unhealthy political ideas, ideological microbes, 

aesthetic, economic bacteria and much more.21  

 

What strikes one of the main characters of Gheorghiu’s 

work, namely The Sacrifices of the Danube is the cooperation 

existing between Communism and Capitalism in the 

instauration of terror in the penitentiary republics. It is in 

fact, the aspect that shocks also the writer who, until 

somewhere in the middle of the 6th decade of the 20th century, 

considered that the Americans will come to release his 

country from Communism and was, like many other between 

the partisans who fought in mountains,22 full of hope in this 

regard. Look how describes Martin, the American character 

of the aforementioned book the situation:  

 

 
21 Gheorghiu, The Great Exterminator, 13.  
22 For more information about this aspect, see also: Petre Blaicu, Mountain 

resistance and Brașov city – 1944-1948 (Rezistența în munți și orașul Brașov 

– 1944-1948) (Brașov: Transilvania Express, 1997); Almira Enuță-Țentea 

et alii, Anti-communist resistance movement in Romania – group “cross and 

sword” – testimonies, 2nd edition, Cluj-Napoca, Argonaut Publishing 

House, 2009; Cornel Jurju, Cosmin Budeancă, The sufferance is not to be 

given to the brothers. The testimony of Lucreția Jurj about the anti-

Communist resistance in Apuseni Mountains (1948-1958) (Suferința nu se dă 

la frați. Mărturia Lucreției Jurj despre rezistența anticomunistă din Munții 

Apuseni (1948-1958) (Bucharest: Polirom Press, 2012).  
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Martin read the label again. His hometown, one of 

the most civilized metropolises in the world, the city 

that over the centuries has spread so much light on 

earth, his city, now makes this new light: projectors to 

illuminate the emaciated bodies of prisoners, to 

illuminate the concentration camps of the Russians. 

The light made by the homeland of Joseph Martin, in 

1956, the last form of light that his great civilized 

homeland from the West was still sending on earth…23 

 

The complex paint of sufferance caused by the 

Communist regime in countries from Eastern Europe like 

Romania is therefore the result of multiple factors. Gheorghiu 

is aware of all of them and tries to emphasize both their 

causes and the way how they change the life of people.   

 

Capitalism and the “factory society” as a cause of 

sufferance and pain 

Reading the previous rows one could be tempted to 

consider that in Gheorghiu’s vision only Communism 

produces pain and sufferance. One of his books, namely The 

American Eye comes to prove the contrary. In fact, ideas 

against Capitalism can be also found in other ones and even 

in The 25th Hour, but the aforementioned one is the most 

detailed critics addressed to the American Capitalism. The 

fact that is one of the late books of the author (it was 

published in the eight decade of the 20th century) must also 

be taken into consideration.24 As it has been mentioned, 

 
23 Virgil Gheorghiu, The Sacrifices of the Danube, (Sacrificații Dunării) (Bucha-

rest: Sophia Press, 2020), 42.  
24 “Foreword. The man with the 6th feeling (Prefață. Omul cu al șaselea 

simț),” in Virgil Gheorghiu, The American Eye (Ochiul American) (Arad: 

Sens Press, 2019), 10. 
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starting with the 6th decade of it, the Romanian writer 

develops a complex opinion against capitalism and starts to 

say that there does not exist a perfect regime, but only better 

forms of social organisation of society that can be improved.  

Gheorghiu sees the Capitalism as the “machine” or 

“factory” society. He underlines the fact that, like 

Communism, not only dislike the individual, but also does 

not accept it:  

 
The Factory Society does not accept individuals, 

personalities. The paradise of technology, the paradise 

of computer science can only survive as long as the 

people of the earth become uniform, standardized, 

absolutely identical to each other, like the teeth of gears 

and the parallelism of the railways, like the parts of any 

car. People need to have uniform desires, uniform 

tastes, uniform needs, uniform breathing, uniform 

speed, uniform faith and so on. To standardize 

humanity, satellites spit messages day and night.25 

 

Compared with the Communism which denies the 

existence of God and refuses to accept the ones who preaches 

it, or tries to compromise the Orthodox Churches in order to 

destroy religion, fact that it is also presented in his books, the 

capitalists try to replace themselves to God.26 The dialogue of 

 
25 Gheorghiu, The American Eye, 31-32. 
26 For details see: Iuliu-Marius Morariu, “Capitalism as a soul pandemy—

'The American Eye’ and Fr. Virgil Gheorghiu’s vision (Capitalismul ca 

pandemie sufletească – “Ochiul american” și viziunea Părintelui Virgil 

Gheorghiu)”, in Pastoration and Christian philantrophy in pandemic times? 

Chance, burdein or identitary normality act? (Pastorația și filantropia creștină 

în vreme de pandemie? Șansă, povară sau normalitate identitară?), ed. Teofil 

Tia, Adrian Podaru (Cluj-Napoca: Cluj University Press, 2021), 411-419. 
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two characters from the book that we have just mentioned 

comes to speak about this aspect:  

 
But I have an explanation, Captain. The Americans 

have taken the place of God. The stars twinkled, 

tinkered with, twisted and spun by them are so 

beautiful that we cannot distinguish them from the 

divine ones. They fly through the sky, on the moon, 

like angels ... Here they are able to stay on Mythos for 

twenty-five years, without feeding, without aging. 

They abrogated old age. Tomorrow or the day after 

tomorrow they will discover the elixir against death 

and they will be immortal.27 

 

The purpose of the Capitalism is in his opinion to create 

the perfect society and to correct the errors from God’s 

creation.28 The model is provided by the industrialisation 

process. The author insists on the fact that in order “to avoid 

any risk of interruption” the machine, they have used the 

model of the important societies that were producing motors, 

at the time. The metaphor is visible, and the way how the 

situation is presented is prophetical, probably more even 

than in Orwell’s 198429. Thus:  

 
America created the civilization of the twentieth 

century on the model of Ford and General Motors. All 

civilized people, all citizens of this civilization are 

social parts, social screws, washers, nuts, which can be 

 
27 Gheorghiu, The American Eye, 77. 
28 Cf. Iuliu-Marius Morariu, “The society of machines according to Virgil 

Gheorghiu (1916-1992),” Symposium 30.1 (2023), 77-83.  
29 See: George Orwell, 1984 (Paris: Les Editions Gallimard, 1980).  
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replaced. With such citizens-screws and citizens-nuts, 

the social machine spins at full speed. But here, in its 

planetary expansion, America encounters people who 

are not civilized, meets human beings who have 

remained personal, has not been part of an aggregate 

or another whole. Each of these persons is itself a 

whole. These uncivilized airs remained as they were 

when you came out of God's hands. Each person is 

unique and irreplaceable, endangering the social 

machinery, washers and gears, which only accept 

standardized, standardized screws, according to 

international technical standards. To please America, 

human beings must become standardized units, 

human-looking STAS screws, nuts and washers, parts 

that can be changed at any time, that can be replaced 

and discarded after use, so that the Machine-Society 

works following the model of the cyberneticized 

mound. Without any risk of interruption.30 

 

Conclusions 

Sufferance and pain are, according to Virgil Gheorghiu, 

two important elements of the daily life. In Communism and 

Capitalism they receive a social dimension. The 25th Hour, The 

Sacrifices of the Danube, The American Eye, but also other books 

come to prove this aspect. The author insists there on the fact 

that there does not exist a perfect society, but only societies 

that can be improved, or societies where the level of life is 

better than in the others. Still, he lets to be understood the 

fact that relationship with God and the appeal to spirituality 

can constitute an important tool in healing the sufferance. 

 

 
30 Virgil Gheorghiu, The American Eye, 30.  


